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The  Thiriy-fifth  Annual  Report 


OF  THE 

Bridgwater  Rural  District  Councii 

For  the  Year  1907. 


To  the 

ClMinmm  (Uid  of  flip  Bridriivater  Rural  I)i-drict  Couuell. 

Grentleineu, 

I liave  the  pleasure  ot  submitting  to  you  my  iteport  tor  ilie  year 
1907,  and  of  layiuo’  l)efore  you  tiie  usual  tables  of  vital  statisties. 

The  District  covers  an  area  of  (So, 070  acres,  witli  a [)o])uliitiou  of 
18,208,  and  is  divided  into  a Western  Division  and  an  Dastern 
Division  by  tlie  River  Rarrett.  The  Western  Division  slopes  from 
the  Uuantock  Hills  to  the  Dristol  (.dianuel  and  the  Rivei*  Rarrett. 
the  character  of  tlie  soil  being  red  sandstone  and  chi}'  marie.  The 
Eastern  Division  is  to  a great  extent  level  couutr}',  the  cliarac-ter  of  tlie 
soil  being  clay  land  and  marsh  land,  except  the  portion  formed  ])y  the 
Roldeii  Kills  which  is  blue  lias. 

The  occupation  of  the  inhabitants  is  almost  entirely  agricultural. 
The  house  accommodation  of  the  working  classes  is  good  and  super- 
vision is  exercised  over  the  building  of  new  bouses  wliiiE  are  c'rected 
under  the  modern  Bye-Laws  of  the  L.(f.l).  as  adopted  by  the  Council. 

ITans  have  been  jiassed  during  the  }^car  for  21  New  Buildings 
within  the  District. 

Most  of  tliese  buildings  were  of  a good  class  residential  cliaracter. 

All  of  thes(5  have  been  er('(‘ted  in  accordance  with  the  R)ye-fiaws 
enforced  within  the  District. 


Sewerage  and  Drainage,  is  on  the  whole  satisfactory,  In 
the  larger  villages  the  sewage  is  received  into  settling-tanks  which 
are  (31112 )tiecl  occasion  rec^nires.  In  the  Eastern  Division  the  efficient 
drainage  of  sonif*  of  the  \illages  is  a most  difficult  matter,  though 
every  endea^’oiir  lias  been  made  to  carry  this  out  satisfactorily. 

A considerable  amount  of  work  has  been  done  in  iinjiroving  the 
drainage  of  the  different  villages. 

During  tlie  year  ( 1907j  a sewerage  scheme  for  the  drainage  of 
the  Parish  of  AVemhdon  has  been  |mt  in  hand  and  will  he  comiileted 
early  in  1908. 

T]  le  a.nthorities  for  the  [^rist  d(>  years  have  liad  under  consider- 
ation various  scliemes  ; at  the  jtre.sent  time  the  sewage  is  being  dealt 
with  in  cess]iools  with  oveiilows  into  streams,  or,  crude  sewage  is  run 
into  an  o2ien  ditch  by  the  side  of  the  Public  Highway. 

The  2'resent  scheme  is  being  installed  on  tlie  Ejector  System, 
Shone’s  Patent  Pneumatic  Ejectors  being  used. 


Tliis  lias  involved  the  laying  of  Stoneware  Dravitating  Sewers 
ranging  from  0 in.  to  12  in.  diameter  to  the  two  Ejector  Stations,  and 
from  thence  4 in.  }ind  0 in.  cast  iron  risino’  mains,  to  discharore  directly 
into  the  luver  I\arrett  at  Chilton  Trinity. 

tJom2>ressed  Air  for  the  working  of  tlie  Ejectors  will  be  gener- 
ated by  two  gas  engine  air  ('oiiqiressors  fixed  in  an  (uigine  house,  Avliicli 
iuis  been  erected  near  tla^  Borougli  Boundary. 

As  this  scheme  will  siqijdy  a much  needed  sanitary  im2)rovement, 
to  the  Paris!  1,  it  is  to  be  ]i(')j)ed  tliat  the  oAvners  and  residents  Avill 
have  their  ])remis(^s  (3onne(4(Ml  up,  at  the  earliest  ojijiortuiiity. 

A u(3W  scAver  111  yards  long  Avith  ins})ection  (3liambers  and  tAVO 
ventilating  sliafts,  lias  been  laid  ;it  Cannington.  NeAv  seAvers  Inwe  also 
been  laid  at  Aslicott,  ( Eedzoy  and  StoAvey,  and  an  insiiection  Chamber 
lias  been  built  at  Sydenham. 

Excrement  disposal.  Where  villages  are  seAvered  the  excre- 
ment is  dis2)osed  of  liy  means  of  settling-tanks  as  aboAn  described.  In 
other  (ais('s  earth  (losets,  cess-pits  ami  inivies  ;ire  utilized.  House 
refuse  isdis])osed  of  by  the  oiuaipier,  no]',ublicscaAmigingb(nng  in  Angue. 

Water  Supply.  The  (buncil’s  Water  Suiiply  is  in  a very 
satisfactory  con  dil  ion,  the  average  daily  amount  used,  about  45,000 
gallons — -the  available  su2)2)ly  varied  considerably  during  the  year,  the 
lowest  amount  occurred  during  Eebruary,  and  Avas  90,000  gallons  daily. 
The  highest  in  December.  400,000  gallons  daih’. 


Tliis  water  takes  its  rise  on  tlie  Qiiantock  Hills  from  deep  springs, 
and  it  is  of  excellent  quality,  and  free  from  any  risk  of  pollution  being 
conveyed  in  pipes  from  its  source.  Extensions  of  the  CounciFs  mains 
have  been  made  at  Burrowbridge  and  Andersea,  Districts  which  were 
previously  almost  entirely  dependent  on  river  water.  Extensions  have 
also  been  made  to  various  outlying  portions  of  other  parishes. 

A scheme  is  before  the  Ijocal  (jovernment  Board  for  suppl^ung 
the  parish  of  Cossington  and  part  of  B aw  drip,  and  also  for  West 
Newton,  and  other  parts  of  the  parish  of  North  l^etherton. 

At  (lannington  the  mains  are  already  laid  for  supjdying  this  village 
with  water  by  the  Bridgwater  Corporation,  this  district  being  in  the 
area  which  is  covered  by  their  water  act. 

The  Water  Supply  of  tli^  otlier  districts  is  from  wells,  the  water 
from  which  is  in  some  districts  of  rather  inferior  (}uality. 

The  Bainfall  during  the  year  was  29’(U  inches. 

Numljer  of  Days  in  which 


Ihiiiifall  diiriiiu'  (‘acli  iNfoiitli 

ill  iiiclu's. 

rain  was  measured 

January 

1-05 

10 

February 

1-27 

12 

March 

•81 

10 

April 

4-87 

19 

May 

2‘50 

20 

June 

2-28 

22 

July 

2-18 

14 

August 

2-47 

19 

September 

•50 

5 

October 

4-87 

24 

November 

2-74 

17 

December 

4’5(> 

20 

Total  Rainfall  29'(jl  Total  wet  days  192 


The  lowest  temperature  recorded  was  12^’  on  January  25th. 

The  highest  on  July  20th. 

Slaughter-houses,  Dairies,  Cow-sheds  and  Milk-shops, 
Bake-houses,  Factories,  and  Workshops,  have  been  inspected 
periodically,  and  any  defects  found,  remedied.  A systematic  inspect- 
ion has  been  made  of  the  Dairies,  Cow-sheds  and  Milk-shops,  and  a 
special  report  sent  to  the  I^.Gr.B.  stating  the  sanitary  cenditiou,  water 
supply,  and  the  destination  of  the  ])roduce. 
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Tne  Bye-Laws  in  force  in  tlie  Di.'^triet  ure  Cleansing  of 
Footways  and  Remo\'al  of  Refuse.  Id'evention  of  Xuisanees,  Common 

%j  ^ 

Lodgino-  Houses,  Houses  let  in  Lodgings.  Xew  Streets  and  Buildings, 
Slaugliter  Houses,  Cemeteries,  and  o^fensi^■e  Trades.  They  liaye  heen 
generally  oom|)lied  with. 

Nuisances.  Xotices  haye  heen  served  throuHiout  the  District 
witli  reference  to  these,  and  haye  heen  complied  Avith. 


The  Infectious  Disease  (notification)  Act  is  in  force,  and 
eases  reported  are  at  once  yisited  and  .--teps  taken  to  stop  the  spread  of 
tlie  disease.  The  disinfection  of  the  premises  is  carried  out  by  the 
< 'ouiicihs  Officer. 


Factories  and  Workshops.  There  are  so  Factories  and 
Tjr shops,  viz  : — '-21  R)ake-houses  and  oO  general  Workshops,  a few 
minor  defects  were  found  and  these  were  remedied  hy  the  OAvners. 
ATry  little  home  Avork  is  done,  only  10  people  being  employed  in  this 
AAnrk,  the  houses  in  Avhich  theA'  Avork  Avere  found  in  a satisfactorA^ 

I 

condition. 


Tlie  general  health  of  the  district  has  heen  good.  Only  40  cases 
of  infectious  disease  liaA’ing  heen  reported,  of  these.  10  Avere  diphtheria. 
'-2o  scarlet  fever,  and  0 erysipelas  ; of  the  ahoA'e  'I  cases  of  diphtheria 
AA'cre  fatal. 


hrom  the  seA'en  chief  Fpedemic  diseases  11  deaths  Avere  register- 
ed as  against  0 in  1000,  representing  the  extremely  Ihaa*  zAunotic  death 
rate  of  '00  per  lOOO  of  the  pojuilation. 

Regarding  the  A'ital  statistics  of  the  year,  -4<'^  deaths  aati’p 
registered,  as  against  '-200  in  lOoT,  representing  an  Annual  rate  of 
mortality  of  lo‘()  as  against  Id'S  ki  the  A'ear  preAuous.  of  these  ■-24t' 
deaths.  IL  occurred  aged  Oo  and  ujiAvards,  and  04  under  1 A^earofas’c. 

In  the  A\  estern  I hvision  of  the  1 hstrict  1 '-20  deaths  Avcrc  registered, 
and  in  the  Eastern  DiA'ision  l'-2d. 


< )f  the  seA'eral  causes  of  death.  14  resulted  from  Rhthisis  ; 41  from 
1 ueunR)nia.  Broncliitis  and  Rlemdsy : !•')  from  Heart  Disease: 

h)  from  Injuries  and  1 from  Suicide, 


^ 1 hiring  the  year  the  folloAving  Schools  Avere  closed  in  consecpience 
of  F])idemic  Disease. 


BaAvdrit>  : January  11th  to  Fehriiary  11th,  for  Scarlet  FeA'cr 
(loathtirst  : — February  '-20th  to  Aprif  1st.  A\dioo]iing  ( ough. 
Sliapwick  : Jtily  4th  to  August  10th.  H hoopino'  Couoln 
Fiddington. — December  dtli  to  Janumw  7th.  AtenQle^ 
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CANNINGTON  DISTRICT. 

P opiilation , 1,738. 

1907. 

Birth  Pate  ...  ...  18‘4. 

Death  Pate  ...  ...  12’0. 

Including  the  Parishes  of  Cannington,  Fiddington,  Stock- 
land  Bristol,  Otterhampton,  and  Combwich. 

No  diseases  of  a zymotic  character  have  been  notified  to  me 
in  the  Yillage  of  Fiddington. 

Stockland  Bristol  and  Otterhampton.  The  health  of 
these  two  ^villages  is  fairly  good.  2 cases  reported  to  me  of  Scarlet 
Fever  in  the  parish  of  Stockland  Bristol. 

Combwich  has  during  the  past  year  been  free  from  zjmiotic 
disease. 

Cannington.  1 Diphtheria  case  reported  to  me. 


PETHERTON  DISTRICT. 

Population,  6,425. 

1906.  1907. 

Birth  Pate  . . 23*0  18*0 

Death  Pate  . 12*8  14*16 

The  villages  of  Enmore,  Goathurst,  Broomfield  and 
Thurloxton,  comprise  a portion  of  the  Petlierton  district,  possess 
good  drainage  and  water  supply,  and  tlie  dwellings  of  tlie  working 
classes  are  much  improved. 

Goathurst.  No  Infectious  cases. 

North  Petherton.  1 case  of  Scarlatina  and  3 of  Erysipelas 
were  notified  to  me 

Charlinch.  2 cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  to  me. 

Aisholt.  No  infectious  cases  reported. 

Nether  Stowey,  Over  Stowey  and  Spaxton.  No 

diseases  of  a zymotic  character  liave  been  notified  to  me.  Dwellings 
of  the  working  classes  improved, 
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WEMBDON,  CHILTON  TRINITY, 

DURLEIGH,  AND 
BRIDGWATER  (WITHOUT). 


Population  1,758. 

1906.  1907. 

Birth  Pate  . . 23‘9  24*4 

Death  Pate  . . 8‘0  9T 


Durleigh,  Wembdon  and  Chilton  Trinity.  With 

reference  to  the  ('Iramao’e  of  Wembdon  a further  scheme  is  in  con- 

C_) 

templation  wliich  will  almost  immediately  be  carried  ont. 
Wembdon.  2 cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  to  me. 
Bridgwater  (Without).  2 cases  of  Diphtlieria  reported  to  me. 


MiDDLEZOY  DISTRICT. 

P opnlation  1,967. 

1906.  1907. 

Birth  Pate  ...  18-3  2 4 ’4 

Death  Pate  ...  12*7  17*3 

IMiich  lias  been  done  of  late  in  the  three  villages,  Othery, 
Middlezoy  and  W^estonzoyland,  comprising  tliis  district  to 
improve  tlie  condition  of  the  Drainage,  and  that  with  success. 
The  water  supply  is  fairly  good,  and  the  dwellings  of  the  working 
classes  are  improved. 

Westonzoyland.  2 cases  of  Erysipelas  and  1 Diphtheria. 

Othery.  1 vise  of  hlrysipelas  rejiorted  to  me. 

Lyng.  Dwellings  of  the  working  classes  improved.  No 
Infectious  cases  notified  to  me. 


HUNTSPILL  DISTRICT. 


Population  6,350. 


Birth  Rate 
Death  Rate 


1906.  1907. 

23*6  23-0 

13-5  13-5 


7 oases  of  Scarlatina  and  and  7 Diphtheria,  were  notified  to  me 
from  Pawlett,  Huntspill  and  Puriton. 

Woolavington.  No  Infectious  cases  reported  to  me. 

Cossington.  2 Diphtheria  cases  notified  to  me. 

Chedzoy.  In  a healthy  condition,  only  1 case  of  Scarlet  Fever 
notified  to  me. 

Moorlinch.  No  Infectious  case  been  notified  to  me. 

Chilton  Polden  and  Edington.  No  Infectious  cases  reported 
to  me. 

Sutton  Mallett  and  Stawell.  In  a healthy  condition. 

Oatcott.  No  Infectious  cases  notified  to  me. 

Shapwick  No  Infectious  cases  reported  to  me. 

Ashcott  No  cases  reported. 

Greinton.  Healtliy  village,  no  case  of  Infectious  nature 

Bawdrip.  12  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  to  me. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


WILBERFORCE  THOMPSON. 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Annual  ^eporl 

For  the  Year  1907, 


^Ir.  Chairman  and  (Tontlemen. 

Herewith  I be^  to  liand  yon  my  Iteport  of  Administrative  Work  for  the 
year  ending  Deceml)er,  1!H)7. 

I liave  during  the  year  11)07  made  Insimctions  of  the  \\hole  of  the  District 
from  time  to  time,  and  have  had  brought  to  my  notice  221  coinplaiuts,  all  of  which 
have  had  attention  and  in  cases  wliere  necessary  Statuory  Notices  have  been  served 
by  Council’s  directions,  and  the  following  nuisances  have  been  abated  : — 

Council’s  drains  broken  in  and  choked  and  cleaned 
Council’s  ditches  thrown  out  and  cleaned 
Foul  ditches  thrown  out  and  cleaned 
Figs  ke[)l  improperly  ... 

Defective'  privies 
I )efective  drains 
Private  cesspools  cleaned  out 
Council’s  cesspools  cleaned  out 
Dangerous  buildings  |)ulled  down 
New  drains  laid  at  ju'ivate  houses 
Premises  found  to  be  in  dirty  state 
Carcases  ordered  to  ho  buried 
Drains  tested 

Notices  sei'-ved  to  abate  nuisaiu'cs 
Itooms  disintected  afti'r  <li)ilith('ria  and  fever 
Number  of  inspections  made 

Samples  of  water  taken  by  Council’s  ordei 
S have  been  found  to  be  unfit  for  dietetic  use. 


37 

1) 

4 

5 

14 

4 

C. 

7 

21 

C 

3 

27 

37) 

44 

42(; 


s 14  all  witli  the  exception  of 


Over  crowding  cases  ...  ...  2 

One  private  sample  has  Ireen  taken  and  found  to  l)e  untit  for  dietetic  use. 
Dairies  licensed  ...  ...  Iqu 

1 Council  nave  laid  under  my  supervision  the  following  new  Sewers, 
40yanlsot.  1 8 inch  stone  ware  pi])es  at  Stowey  Court . 

N(  \\  bevel  at  Aslicott  and  a lU'w  t!  inch  Sewer  at  Pnriton. 

<1  inch  Sen  ('1'  111  yards  at  Canningtoii  with  1 ns])!'ction  (Chamber,  and 
^ \ eiitdauon  Shafts  2i;  i.vt  high  have  been  fixed  to  idain  S.'wi'r. 

New  ()  inch  sewer  has  been  laid  at  Che  Izoy  17  yards. 

New  Inspection  ('hanibor  h.as  been  built  at  Sydenham  4’errace.  Path  Poad. 

r.lonim  1 insiiected  from  time  to  time  and  have  been 

(leaned  ami  whitened  out  where  found  to  be  in  a dirty  (miiditimi. 

cleama  nn.l  wi.e.v  fm.,,,!  h,  a dirty  stale  haix-  been 

ilefect  ownOTshaP' iW  t'm''  *"  time  wliere  f.imul  any 

detect  owneis  have  had  necessary  work  done  to  abate  nuisance. 

Factorysand  Workshops  have  been  comiilied  with. 

P.  POPITAlir. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances, 


Vital  Statistics  of  the  Whole  District  during  1907  and  previous  years. 

Name  of  District— Bridg’water  Rural  District 
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Vital  Satistics  of  seperate  Localities  in  1907  and  previous  years. 

Name  of  District— Bridgwater  Rural  District. 
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TABLE  in. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  during  the  Year  1907, 
In  the  Bridgwater  Rural  District. 


Total  cases  notified  in  each  Locality. 


1 ' t 

’ bf. 

5 1 

1 Notifiable  Disease.  , — 

, sS 

< 

C 

-j— - 

o 

O 

s: 

1 

1 

•llids4uriH 

{ 

Cannington 

District. 

G 

■ > 

S 

G 

Bridgwater 

(M^ithout). 

Ihphtheria  (including 

Membranous  croup) 

1 

y 

1 

2 

2 

Erysipelas 

3 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

20 

2 

“ 

Totals  ...j  46 

6 

4 

29 

2 

2 

Ages  not  supplied  by  Medical  Men. 


TABLE  IV. 

Births  in  the  Bridgwater  Rural  District  during  the 

Year  1907. 


1st.  Qr. 

2nd.  Qr. 

3rd.  Qr. 

4th,  Qr. 

Total, 

North  Petherton 

32 

26 

39 

18 

115 

Middlezoy 

7 

18 

9 

14 

48 

Huntspill 

36 

44 

35 

31 

146 

Durleigh 

1 

1 

2 

Wembdon 

2 

•> 

O 

4 

2 

11 

Chilton  Trinity  ... 

1 

— 

1 

2 

4 

Bridgwater  (Without) 

7 

6 

3 

10 

26 

Cannitigton 

0 

3 

7 

5 

20 

Stockland  Bristoi 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Otterhampton 

4 

1 

2 

3 

10 

Fiddington 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Rate  per  1000 

1906—21 

.-6 

384 

ditto 

1907—21-0 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  Year  1907. 

Name  of  District— Bridgwater  Rural  District. 
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ALL  Causes 


TABLE  VI. 

Name  of  District- -Bridgwater  Rural  District. 
Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1907. 
Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under 

One  Year  of  age. 
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CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 
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All  Causes. 

/ Certified 
\ Uncertified 

■7 

1 

1 

- 

10 

6 

2 

C 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

i 

1 ^ 

I 

34 

f Small  -pox 

i. 

Common 

i Chicken-pox 

* 

infectious 

/Measles 

Diseases. 

1 

1 Scarlet  Fever  ... 

' Diphtheria  : Croup  

^Whooping  Cough  

2 

3 

Diarrhoea,  all  forms  

1 

1 

2 

ii. 

Diarrhoeal 

Enteritis,  Muco-eiiteris 

1 

Diseases. 

Gastro-enteritis 

1 

Gastritis,  Gastro-intestinal 

^ Catarrh 

[ Premature  Birth 

h 

3 

1 

4 

iii. 

Wasting 

Diseases. 

Congenital  Defects 

Injury  at  Birth 

Want  of  Breast-milk,  Starvation 
Atrophy,  Debility,  Marasmus 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

() 

\ 

iv. 

Tuberculous 

Diseases. 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 
Tuberculous  Peritonitis  : 

Talies  Mesenterica 

^ Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  .. 

1 

1 

Other 

Causes. 

.-Erysipelas  

Syphilis  

Rickets 

Meningitis  (not  Tuherculous  ... 
(fonvuisions 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

4 

5 

V. 

Bronchitis 

liuryngitis 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Pneumonia 

Suffocation,  overlavinu 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

3 

^Otlier  Causes  ... 

1 

1 

2 

7 

I 

1 

1 

10 

6 

2 

/ 

(1 

2 

2I 

9 

I 

li 

2 

34 

Births  ill  the  Year  | Lcaths  in  the  Year  of  | Infanls,  .](). 

( lllegt.,  b.  llicgt.  liifaiiis,  4. 

Deaths  from  all  causes,  at  all  ages — 24S. 
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